Regional odontodysplasia. Case report with etiologic and treatment considerations.
Regional odontodysplasia, a relatively rare developmental abnormality of the dental hard tissues, most often unilaterally and segmentally involves the anterior maxillary teeth of young females. Patients often have pulpal pathosis, periodontal manifestations, and irregularities of the eruption sequence of the affected teeth. The resultant reduced density of the enamel and dentin imparts a radiographic appearance of "ghosting" with correspondingly enlarged pulp chambers and canals. Etiology is uncertain; numerous local and systemic factors have been proposed. Treatment may sometimes be controversial, and timing of extractions and restorative procedures is critical. This case report illustrates the signs and symptoms of regional odontodysplasia, to aid clinicians in early recognition of the condition, to provide further evidence that a local circulatory disorder might be involved in its pathogenesis, and to illustrate treatment options that consider the patient's development and welfare.